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MISSION, VISION & CORE VALUES 
Mission 
Phi Alpha Delta Law Fraternity, International is a professional law fraternity advancing integrity, compassion 
and courage through service to the student, the school, the profession and the community. 
Vision 
We are the preeminent law fraternity promoting the bonds of fraternalism and we are the leader in the 
development and advancement of professional ideals. 
Core Values 
Bound together by tradition and our common interest in the law, we share these core values: Integrity, 
Compassion, Courage, Professionalism, Service, Diversity, and Innovation. 

DECLARATION OF PURPOSE 
The purpose of this Fraternity shall be to form a strong bond uniting students and teachers of the law with 
members of the Bench and Bar in a fraternal fellowship designed to advance the ideals of liberty and equal justice 
under law; to stimulate excellence in scholarship; to inspire the virtues of compassion and courage; to foster 
integrity and professional competence; to promote the welfare of its members; and to encourage their moral, 
intellectual, and cultural advancement; so that each member may enjoy a lifetime of honorable professional and 
public service. 
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prior to becoming a judge. 
c. Honorary Member 
Any person who has attained unusual distinction in the legal profession or in the field of law at least a statewide 
basis shall be eligible for honorary membership. The term “field of law” shall embrace any person elected or 
appointed to a legislature or engaged in the execution, administration, or enforcement of the law, whether or not 
such person is a member of the legal profession. 
d. Pre-Law Member 
Any member of the administration, faculty or any student in good standing at any institution of higher learning 
where a pre-law chapter of this Fraternity is chartered. 
SEC. 3. INITIATION 
a. Law School members shall be initiated only by law school chapters, and alumni and honorary members shall 
be initiated by either law school or alumni chapters, except however citizens of countries other than the United 
States of America who are also residents of that country may be initiated by the International Executive Board 
or its authorized representative. Initiation of honorary members shall be subject to Subsection b. of this Section. 
b. Persons eligible for honorary membership under Sec. 2 (c) of this Article, shall be initiated pursuant to this Sec. 
3, provided, however, that such initiation shall be subject to ratification by the International Executive Board. 
Ratification shall be based on a petition for honorary membership submitted by a chapter through the District 
Justice who shall recommend approval or disapproval. No person shall be invited to become an honorary 
member unless the petition is ratified by the International Executive Board. For the purpose of this subsection 
the term “chapter” shall be deemed to include a group of qualified petitioners for a chapter charter. 
c. Pre-Law members shall be inducted only by pre-law chapters. 
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SEC. 4. DUAL MEMBERSHIP 
No member of any other law fraternity may become a member of this Fraternity unless such person first 
terminates such other membership. Any member of this Fraternity who accepts membership in any 
category in any other law fraternity shall, after such notice as the International Executive Board may 





SEC. 1. COMPOSITION 
The International Tribunal shall be composed of the Chief Tribune and two (2) Associate Tribunes elected 
and holding office as in this Constitution provided. 
SEC. 2. MEETINGS 
Meetings of the International Tribunal may be called at any time by the Chief Tribune and shall be called on 
the written request of the Associate Tribunes. All Tribunes shall be notified at least two (2) weeks prior to 
such meetings. The presence of two (2) Tribunes shall constitute a quorum. 
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ARTICLE VII - FRATERNITY POWERS 
SEC. 1. VESTING OF SUPREME POWERS 
The supreme legislative and executive power of this Fraternity shall be vested in the International Chapter 
in Convention assembled and in the International Executive Board ad interim. The International judicial 
power of this Fraternity shall be vested in the International Tribunal. 
SEC. 2. EXERCISE OF SUPREME POWERS 
All powers described in Sec. 1 of this Article shall be exercised in accordance with the provisions of the 
Constitution and International By-Laws of this Fraternity. 
SEC. 3. JUDICIAL DECISIONS AND REVIEW 



Members-at-Large on any ballot, such candidate shall be declared elected and all of the remaining candidates 
shall continue to stand for election until the remaining Board Members-at-Large shall have been elected by 
a majority vote of the seated delegates present and voting. 
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c. The position of Chief Tribune shall be elected from among the members of the Fraternity, by majority 
vote of the seated delegates present and voting, at a duly constituted meeting of the International Chapter 
of the Fraternity, to hold office for two (2) years or until a successor is elected and installed in office. 
d. Following the elections set forth above, the International Chapter, by a majority vote of the seated delegates 
present and voting at a duly constituted meeting, shall elect from among the members of the Fraternity two 
(2) Associate Tribunes, each to hold office for two (2) years or until successor is elected and installed in 
office. The election for Associate Tribunes shall be conducted as one election pursuant to the provisions 
of the International By-Laws and Rules of Convention. In the event that one candidate receives a majority 
vote by the seated delegates present and voting for the position of Associate Tribune on any ballot, such 
candidate shall be declared elected and all of the remaining candidates shall continue to stand for election 
until the remaining Associate Tribune shall have been elected by a majority vote of the seated delegates 
present and voting. 
SEC. 3. VACANCIES 
a. Should a vacancy occur in the office of International Justice, the International Vice Justice shall succeed to 
the office, and the International Advocate shall become International Vice Justice. 
b. Should a vacancy occur in any other office of the International Officers, the International Executive Board 
may elect a member of the Fraternity to said office. 
c. Should there be simultaneous vacancies in all offices constituting the International Executive Board, such 



Justice within ten (10) weeks. If no replacement can be obtained within this time frame, then the International 
Justice shall appoint any member of the Fraternity located nearest to this District to act as a liaison between 
the District and the International Executive Board and International Office, until such time as a District 
Justice is appointed. 
ARTICLE XI - LAW SCHOOL CHAPTERS 
SEC. 1. HOW FORMED 
a. Law school chapters in this Fraternity may be formed upon petition of qualified law students in 
accordance with the International By-Laws of this Fraternity. 
b. Charters for law school chapters may be granted by the International Chapter or the International 
Executive Board subject to such requirements as may be provided by the Constitution and International 
By-Laws. 
ARTICLE XII - ALUMNI CHAPTERS 
SEC. 1. FORMATION AND CHARTER 
a. An alumni chapter may be formed in any state, community, city or county, upon petition of alumni 
members in accordance with the International By-Laws of the Fraternity. 
b. Charters for alumni chapters may be granted by the International Executive Board or the International 
Chapter, which shall determine the geographical boundaries of such chapter. 
ARTICLE XIII - PRE-LAW CHAPTERS 
SEC. 1. FORMATION AND CHARTER 
a. A pre-law chapter of this Fraternity may be formed in any institution of higher learning upon petition 
of students of that institution in accordance with the International By-Laws of this Fraternity and in 
accordance with the rules, requirements and procedures promulgated by the International Executive 
Board. 
b. Charters for pre-law chapters may be granted by the International Executive Board or the International 
Chapter, subject to such requirements as may be provided by the Constitution and International By-Laws. 
ARTICLE XIV - DISTINGUISHED SERVICE CHAPTER 
SEC. 1. ESTABLISHMENT 
There shall be a Distinguished Service Chapter composed of Fraternity members selected in recognition of 
unusual and outstanding service to this Fraternity. 
SEC. 2. ELIGIBILITY OF MEMBERSHIP 
Any member of this Fraternity shall be eligible for membership in the Distinguished Service Chapter, 
except that no International Officer shall be eligible until a period of two (2) years has elapsed since 
completion of his term of office as International Officer. 



Any member holding an elective office in this Fraternity shall be subject to removal from office, for good 
and sufficient cause, pursuant to procedures prescribed in the International By-Laws. Violation of the oath 
of office, including malfeasance, misfeasance, or nonfeasance, shall constitute good and sufficient cause for 
removal from office of any such officer. 
ARTICLE XVII - RITUAL 
SEC. 1. CEREMONIES 
The initiation of law school, alumni, and honorary members, installation of law school and alumni chapters 
and officers, and other ritualistic ceremonies of this Fraternity shall be conducted under the rules and 
solemnities of the Book of the Ritual. 
SEC. 2. AMENDMENTS 
All amendments to the Book of the Ritual shall be approved by the International Chapter or the International 
Executive Board. 
ARTICLE XVIII - DISSOLUTION 
Upon the dissolution of the Fraternity, the Fraternity shall either (a) transfer all of the assets and liabilities of the 
Fraternity to such successor organization or organizations as the Fraternity shall designate which shall at the time 
qualify as an exempt organization or organizations under Section 501(c) of the Internal Revenue Code (or the 
corresponding provision of any future United States Internal Revenue law) organized and operated exclusively 



Hundred Twenty (120) days before the Convention, the Executive Director of the Fraternity shall submit 
such proposed amendment to every law school and alumni chapter of the Fraternity and to the International 
Executive Board clearly identifying the proponent of the proposed circumstances, the time requirements 



scheduled. The pre-





City Average All Items (“CPI”) shall exceed the CPI for June 2009. This new figure shall be referred to as the 



subsection d of this section. 
PHI ALPHA DELTA LAW FRATERNITY, INTERNATIONAL • CONSTITUTION & INTERNATIONAL BY-LAWS • PAGE 19 

19 
SEC. 12. OFFICIAL ACTION 
Except as otherwise provided in the Constitution and International By-Laws, any official action of a chapter 
may be expressed by no less than the majority vote of the members of the chapter in good standing present 
and voting at a lawful chapter meeting, or voting by mail when authorized by the chapter By-Laws. 
SEC. 13. UNIFORMITY 
Systems of chapter accounting and/or reporting, as prescribed by the International Executive Board, shall be 
uniform throughout this Fraternity. 
SEC. 14. DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 
Each law school chapter and alumni chapter shall subscribe to the Declaration of Purpose of the Fraternity 
and shall conduct its affairs in furtherance of those purposes. 



Laws, and shall certify prior to initiation that all financial obligations of the initiates have been paid; (4) 
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pay out money on itemized vouchers countersigned by the Justice or the Vice Justice, when acting for 
the Justice; and (5) keep a complete chronological record of moneys as the Constitution and International 
By-Laws of this Fraternity prescribe and such reports and other information as the International Treasurer 
or the Executive Director shall request. 
e. Marshal 
The Marshal shall: (1) have the custody of the Ritual paraphernalia and other physical property of the 
chapter and shall preserve the same in good order; (2) guard the chapter meeting rooms, admitting only 
those known to be members; (3) be responsible for the proper instruction and preparation of prospective 
members and shall be in charge of them before and during their initiation; (4) see that the other chapter 
members, appointed by the Justice or by the Marshal, are properly prepared and rehearsed in discharging 
their assigned roles in Ritual ceremonies; and (5) perform such other duties as may be requested by the 
Executive Director or the Chapter Justice. 
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District Conferences and Biennial Conventions; and (5) provide liaison with local alumni. Such Advisor 
shall perform such additional duties as the International Justice, the International Executive Board or 
the District Justice shall direct. 
b. Faculty Advisor 
The Faculty Advisor shall: (1) provide liaison between the chapter and the law school administration; 
(2) encourage and promote scholastic attainment by the chapter members. Such advisor shall cooperate 
with the Alumni Advisor in the performance of such Alumni Advisor’s duties. Additionally, such 
Faculty Advisor shall be available to advise the chapter officers and perform such additional duties as 
the International Justice, International Executive Board or the District Justice shall direct. 
SEC. 24. PAYMENT OF FUNDS 
All funds to be paid under the provisions of this chapter shall be paid in United States Dollars or their 
equivalent. 
SEC. 25. ALUMNI ADVISORY COUNCIL 
The International Justice shall appoint, within one hundred twenty [120] days of the adjournment of each 
convention with the advice and consent of the International Executive Board, an Alumni Advisory Council 
consisting of a chairperson, and at least four other members. One member of such council shall be a law 
student member. Members of the Alumni Advisory Council shall serve at the pleasure of and during the 
term of office of the International Justice. The Alumni Advisory Council shall meet or consult as directed 
by the International Justice or the International Executive Board, or as otherwise needed, to consider alumni 
related issues in relation to the traditions, ideals, policies, and practices of The Fraternity and to make 
specific recommendations with clearly determined programs and goals to assure continued and increased 
participation and development of our alumni members. The Alumni Advisory Council shall, at a minimum, 
meet or consult during or immediately prior to each convention and shall prepare and file a report of its 
recommendations which shall be reported to the International Chapter for action thereon. 



SEC. 1. THE INTERNATIONAL JUSTICE 
The International Justice shall: (1) be the chief executive officer of this Fraternity and shall at times represent 
and act for the Fraternity in all matters, by and with the advice and consent of the International Executive 
Board; (2) shall have authority to delegate such of his or her powers as shall be deemed necessary and 
expedient; and (3) be the Chairperson of the International Executive Board. 
SEC. 2. THE INTERNATIONAL VICE JUSTICE 
The International Vice Justice shall: (1) perform such duties as may be assigned from time to time by the 
International Justice or by the International Executive Board; (2) in the event of the absence, inability, or 
refusal of the International Justice to discharge the duties of the office, perform such duties; and (3) be the 
Vice Chairperson of the International Executive Board. 
SEC. 3. THE INTERNATIONAL ADVOCATE 



SEC. 11. MINUTES OF INTERNATIONAL EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING 
The minutes of each International Executive Board Meeting, except Executive Sessions, shall contain an 
accurate reflection of the votes of each member of the International Executive Board on each motion voted 
upon. 
CHAPTER VI - CONVENTIONS 
SEC. 1. DELEGATE SELECTION 
The two (2) delegates and the two (2) alternate delegates to which each law school and alumni chapter is 
entitled shall either be elected at an official chapter meeting, or selected as otherwise provided In the chapter 
By-Laws at least ninety (90) days prior to the date of the Convention. All delegates and alternate delegates, 
other than alumni, shall have at least one (1) semester, or its equivalent, of additional law school work after 
a regularly called Convention terminates; provided, however, that the above provisions may be waived by 
the International Executive Board for emergency Conventions. Each delegate and alternate delegate shall 
present to the Convention credentials, signed by both the Justice and Clerk of the chapter he or she represents 
and duly certified by the International Secretary. 
SEC. 2. SELECTION OF AT-LARGE ALUMNI DELEGATES 
Not later than sixty (60) days before the first date for commencement of the Convention, the District Justice, 
or in the absence thereof, the International Justice, shall notify in writing the Executive Office of the 
appointment of the dues-paying alumni member or members in good standing from that District as the At- 
Large alumni delegate or delegates to the next Convention. 
SEC. 3. SEATING OF DELEGATES 
No chapter which is delinquent in the payment of its financial obligations or in filing required reports with 





subject of removal; (2) the chapter Justice with respect to the removal of a law school or alumni chapter 
officer, or the chapter Vice Justice if the chapter Justice is the subject of removal; and (3) the chapter 
President with respect to the removal of a pre-law chapter Officer, or the chapter Vice President if the 
chapter President is the subject of removal. 
b. Petition of Removal 
As to each officer whose removal is sought, the verified recall petition specified by Sec. 1, shall be 
transmitted in triplicate to the appropriate Administering Officer. The recall petition shall contain a 
clear and concise factual statement of the acts or practices alleged to constitute “good and sufficient 
cause” for removal from office. The Administering Officer shall immediately furnish to the cited 
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